
 
 

 

 

 
Transportation Penny Advisory Committee Meeting 

Monday, August 22, 2016 at 5:30 PM 
4th Floor Conference Room 

2020 Hampton Street, Columbia SC 29202 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Call to Order:  Hayes Mizell, Chairman 

2. Citizen’s Input 
 

Information Items 
 

3. Update on Council Actions 

4. Audit Updates 

5. Small Local Business Enterprise Program: Program update 
 

6. The Comet: Program update 
 

7. PDT: Program update 
 

8. Transportation Department: Program update 

Action Items 

9. Approval of Minutes: July 25, 2016  

10. TPAC Staff Position: Position Description 
 

11. Other Business 
 
12. Adjourn 

 
13. Next Scheduled Meeting: September 26, 2016 – 2020 Hampton Street 
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3. Update on Council Actions 

Discussion Point: 

Council has not met since the last regularly scheduled TPAC meeting, and as such has 
taken no action on Richland Penny items. 
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4. Audit Updates 

Discussion Point: 

Included in your agenda you will find Judge Cooper’s ruling in the litigation between 
the County, Richland PDT and The S.C. Department of Revenue. 
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5. Small Local Business Enterprise Program: Program Update 

Discussion Point: 

The County has abandoned production of the bi-weekly transportation report, and has 
instead transitioned to a weekly Administrator’s report.  It is included in this agenda.  In 
addition, you will also find a report from the Office of Small Business Opportunity 
(OSBO).   
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STATUS REPORT: PROJECTS  
Lower Richland Sewer Project: The Rural Infrastructure Authority (RIA) rescinded its $350,000 grant award to 
the County due to project delays.  RIA informed the County that it will reconsider the County’s request for 
funding once the project is ready to proceed.  Staff will continue to communicate with RIA regarding this project 
as well as other opportunities for funding. Richland County will continue to coordinate with DHEC regarding the 
Administrative Law Court (ALC) hearing to defend DHEC’s issuance of the Lower Richland Sewer permit.  County 
staff will inform Council of the hearing date once set by the ALC. 
 

DAY–TO–DAY OPERATIONS 
Wastewater Treatment Plant: County staff is working on short-term and long-term plans to correct 
maintenance and other issues with the Broad River Regional wastewater treatment facility. The system is 
currently operating at its designed efficiency, which was compromised due to a failing ultraviolet light 
disinfection system over the last week. All possible efforts are underway to ensure that the system functions 
properly. 
 
The facility, which serves citizens in the Northwest area of the County, discharges into the Broad River about five 
miles upstream of the City of Columbia’s surface water intake for the Canal Water Treatment plant. The eight-
year-old system was built without a redundancy, or backup system, to retreat effluent if needed. As a result, 
malfunctions at the facility – including a failure of the ultraviolet light disinfection system – led to an incident of 
wastewater being discharged without being treated appropriately. DHEC was on site this week and is aware of 
the situation. 
 
A consultant, who was brought in to make the necessary corrections, is developing a short-term corrective 
measure to include a backup disinfection system. County staff is exploring funding options for a mid-term 
corrective measure that could cost more than $500,000 and a long-term solution, which would include 
retrofitting the entire system. 

 
SCAC Legislative Policy Development Process: County staff submitted the County’s legislative positions to the 
SC Association of Counties (SCAC) on August 8, 2016 as a response to its request for input from Counties on 
legislative policy issues that should be considered by SCAC’s Legislative Committee and Policy Steering 
Committees.  A copy of the County’s submission is attached, and includes the input received from Council.   Page 14 of 22
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Federal Legislative Activity Report: The County’s federal lobbyist submitted the federal legislative activity report 
for July 2016, providing updates on the following items:  the Low or No-Emission (Low-No) Bus Competitive 
Grant Program; the TIGER Grant Program and the monitoring of House and Senate appropriation bills.  The 
complete report is attached.  
 
2016 Storm Water Annual Report: As part of the County’s National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit requirements, the County’s Storm Water 
Division submits an annual NPDES report on the storm water-related activities completed by the County to the 
SC Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC).  The County’s Storm Water Division administers 
the vast majority of the implementation of the NPDES MS4 permit which was re-issued on July 1, 2016.   
 
The storm water-related activities are conducted by multiple County departments, including Utilities, Solid 
Waste, Building Inspections, Development Services and the Soil and Water Conservation District.   The County’s 
Utilities Department submitted its data relative to its activities for the period of June 11, 2015-July 30, 2016 on 
August 8, 2016.  The data provided by the Utilities Department details current and future actions being taken by 
the County’s Utilities Department to meet the permit requirements related to limiting sanitary sewer and septic 
seepage and municipal facility maintenance.  The data includes information on the following items:  The number 
of Sanitary Sewer Overflows (SSO); Plans, Studies, Evaluations and Rehabilitations; Identification/Correction of 
Sewer Cross Connections; Rehabilitation and Inspection of Sewer Lines and Manholes; Future and Long Term 
Plan; Septic Elimination Program; Infiltration & Inflow; Wastewater Treatment Plant SWPPPs; Measures To 
Improve Operations Standards; Ordinances Violations; Public Education and Outreach Activities; and Storm 
Water Actions.   
 
The complete data report provided by the County’s Utilities Department is attached and will be included in the 
annual Storm Water Report that will be submitted to SCDHEC the for the County’s NPDES MS4 permit. 
 
Financial Software: The Finance and Information Technology departments are working to upgrade the County’s 
financial software from IFAS to a new program, ONE Solution. The launch date for ONE Solution is October 24, 
2016. The Finance department is currently performing testing for the upgrade. 
 
Debt Setoff Program: The Finance Department’s Accounts Receivable unit will participate this calendar year in 
the Debt Setoff program for the first time. The program, run by the South Carolina Association of Counties 
(SCAC), will allow the County to collect payment for past due invoices from individual state tax refunds for 
services provided by the County. SCAC will submit the collection data to the SC Department of Revenue to be 
processed accordingly. 
 
EMS Award: The County’s Emergency Services Department (EMS) received the Gold Award from Mission Lifeline 
and the American Heart Association. EMS achieved the recognition by having a 75 percent or higher adherence 
for 24 months to all Mission Lifeline EMS quality measures to improve the quality of care for STEMI patients.  
STEMI patients are those that have ST segments that are elevated in their EKG which indicates the patient is 
having an MI (Myocardial Infarction – Heart Attack). Having the correct equipment and training allows EMS to 
rapidly identify a STEMI patient, promptly notify the hospital and trigger an early response from the hospital 
team, and transport the patient providing lifesaving treatment. This increases the chance of survival for the 
patient.  The Gold Award follows Richland County’s Silver Award presented last year for 12 months of service 
under the program criteria and indicates a continuing effort to provide the best pre-hospital care possible. 
 
Cybersecurity: Between August 3 and August 9, Richland County received 181,585 emails. Only 46,515 were 
deemed safe enough to deliver normally. In this date range, we also had 408,406 attempts to breach the 
County’s firewalls, one of which was considered very serious. 
 
Wellness Program Award: Richland County Human Resources Department received a Cigna Well-Being 
honorable mention award for its commitment to improving the health and wellness of employees through Page 15 of 22
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workplace programs. Cigna, Richland County’s healthcare provider, honored the County last year with its top 
award.  
 
Body Cameras: Given national and local concerns, the County Administrator has directed finalization of a plan to 
secure body cameras for the Richland County Sheriff’s Department. Next week’s Administrator’s Report will 
include the final funding and implementation plan. 
 

COUNCIL REQUESTS (NON-OMBUDSMAN) 
 

TRANSPORTATION PENNY 
Public Involvement:  

Project Specific: A Public Information Meeting for the Bluff Road Widening Phase 2 project is tentatively set 
for September 8, 2016.  
General: The following Community Outreach Meetings have either occurred or will be scheduled: Coalition 
of Downtown Neighborhoods on August 5, 2016; Society of American Military Engineers on August 9, 2016; 
United Way of Midlands/Partner Agency CEO’s Association on August 7, 2016; and Spring Valley Rotary 
Club on September 29, 2016. 

 
Transportation Project Updates: 

 Right of Way Acquisitions: The following projects are programmed to begin acquisitions this quarter: 
Atlas Road Widening; Clemson Road Widening; Clemson Road and Sparkleberry Lane Intersection 
advanced acquisition; and School House Road Sidewalk. 

 

 Planned Project Construction and Groundbreakings:   
The following projects are anticipated to start construction in the next 60 days: Hardscrabble Road 
Widening; Kennerly Road and Coogler Road Intersection Improvement; Senate Street Sidewalk; Franklin 
Street Sidewalk; Jefferson Street Sidewalk; and Resurfacing Package H.  Construction on the North Main 
Street Widening project should begin in the fall if bids are favorable. 

 
The following projects have planned groundbreaking events in the next 60 days: Kennerly Road and 
Coogler Road Intersection Improvement on September 15, 2016 and the Hardscrabble Road Widening 
Project which is being coordinated with SCDOT. 

 
Construction began on North Springs Road and Risdon Way Intersection Improvement on August 8, 
2016. 

 

 Planned Project Completions/Ribbon Cuttings:   
The following projects are anticipated to complete construction in the next 60 days: Greene Street 
Phase 1; Riverbanks Zoo Pedestrian Bridge; Maple Street Sidewalk. 

 
The following projects have proposed ribbon cuttings in the next 60 days: Greene Street Phase 1 in 
October and Riverbanks Zoo Pedestrian Bridge on September 7, 2016. 

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
Council Priority Setting Session: Thursday, September 15 and Friday, September 16. Times and location will be 
forwarded to Council once confirmed. 
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OFFICE OF SMALL BUSINES 
July 25 – August 22, 2016 

1. Office Overview
• SLBE “Estimating and SC DOT Specifications” training course was cancelled due to low registration, low interest, and five 

of the six scheduled Fall Session courses have been cancelled
• Attended training at the State Fiscal Accountability Authority on August 11
• The recertification and expansion components of the B2GNow Certification module have been fully activated, we are

actively working with the configuration team to improve the process
• SLBE Compliance Responsibilities Form  has been revised which should be in the B2GNow system by the end of August
• The two-year renewal process has begun for twenty-one of the eighty-seven SLBE firms currently certified; we are

currently awaiting the approval of the size standard revisions to move forward with processing
• Weekly conference call with B2GNow representatives regarding reconfiguration updates on various modules, training,

and evaluation of best practices in uses of the system
• Selected and began the implementation process for the “Utilization Plan” module in B2GNow; this will allow the lowest

responsive and responsible bidder to input their SLBE/DBE utilization plans prior to award for our office’s evaluation
and approval

• The Procurement Vendor Registration form is awaiting  final approval from the Procurement staff for the input into
B2GNow for vendors to use

2. SLBE Certification Program Overview
A) SLBE Firms by Industry Category

B) Gender & Ethnicity of SLBE Firms

3. SLBE Contract Participation
• Of the $45,015,566.45 payments made on Penny Tax funded projects, $13,757,158.60 has been paid to firms that are

solely SLBE certified; $1,736,717.29 has been paid to firms that are solely DBE certified; additionally, $1,390,475.60 was
paid to firms that are both SLBE and DBE certified. The chart below shows the total SLBE and DBE payments when the
aforementioned amount is added to each of the individual SLBE and DBE paid to date amounts

Including Payments to Firms 
both SLBE & DBE Certified 

Percentage 
of Total 

Payments to SLBE 
Certified Contractors $15,147,633.00 33.65% 

Payments to DBE 
Certified Contractors $3,127,192.80 6.95% 

• $80,634,311.38 in Penny Tax Funds over thirty (30) contracts/service orders are currently being tracked by the OSBO in
the B2GNow Compliance Management System. Twenty-two (22) of the contracts are currently open and are actively
monitored for payment and utilization compliance

Primary Industry Category Total Firms Percentage 
Construction Services 42 48.28% 
Professional Services 26 29.89% 
Non-Professional Services 3 3.45% 
Engineering Services 10 11.49% 
Architectural Services 5 5.75% 
Wholesale Operations 1 1.15% 
Total 87 

Ethnicity SLBE Firms 
African American 56 (64.37%) 
Asian 2 (2.30%) 
Caucasian 28 (32.18%) 
Hispanic 1 (1.15%) 

Gender SLBE Firms 
Male 59 (67.82%) 
Female 28 (32.18%) 
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• Of the five On-Call Engineering Team (OET) contracts, four are currently projected to meet their overall SLBE goal with
existing issued task orders
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6. The Comet: Program Update 

Discussion Point: 

Representatives from the Comet are in attendance to provide a program update.   
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7. PDT: Program Update 

Discussion Point: 

Representatives from the PDT are in attendance to provide a program update. 

Design 

• Atlas Road Widening – 70% Complete Plans will be finalized in August/September 
allowing R/W acquisition to begin. 

• Clemson Road Widening – 70% Complete Plans have been finalized and SCDOT has 
issued R/W authorization.  R/W activities have begun. 

• Bluff Road Widening Phase 2 – 65% Complete Plans scheduled for late 
August/Early September.  A second public meeting has been scheduled for 
September 8, 2016 from 5-7. 

• Pineview Road Widening – 65% Complete Plans scheduled to be delivered for PDT 
review late September. 

• Greene Street Phase 2 – 65% Complete Plans will be finalized in early September. 

Procurement 

• Hardscrabble Road Widening – SCDOT has awarded to Palmetto Corporation in the 
amount of $56.4 million.  Construction activities should begin late October/early 
November and be completed in Fall of 2019. 

• Resurfacing Package H – Contracted executed.  Work anticipated to begin Fall 2016. 
• North Main Street – Bids received on August 3, 2016.  County and PDT currently 

coordinating review of bid documents with SCDOT and FHWA. 
• Senate Street Sidewalk – Bid opening is on August 24, 2016. 
• Bluff Road Widening Phase 1 – Bid opening is on September 7, 2016. 
• Shop Road Ext. Phase 1 – Bid opening is on September 14, 2016. 
• 3 Rivers Greenway – Plan to advertise in September/October. 
• Resurfacing Packages I, J, K, L – Plan to advertise in September/October. 

Construction 

• Greene Street Phase 1 – Lincoln Street opened to traffic.  Project scheduled for 
completion in September. 

• Riverbanks Zoo Pedestrian Bridge – Ribbon cutting scheduled for September 7, 2016 
at 9:00 am. 

• N. Springs/Risdon Intersection – Project scheduled for completion in late October. 
• Farrow/Pisgah Intersection – Project scheduled to begin in September/November. 
• Kennerly/Coogler Intersection – Project scheduled to begin in late August.  

Groundbreaking scheduled for September 15, 2016 at 10:00 am. 
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8. Transportation Department: Program Update 

Discussion Point: 

TPAC was emailed the July Progress Report.  In addition, here are a few highlights: 

Completed Projects in last 30 days 

• Maple Street Sidewalk Project 
• Mildred Street Sidewalk Project 
• Wiley Street Sidewalk 
• Broad River/Rushmore Intersection Improvement Project 

Partnering Opportunities  

• Percival Road Sidewalk Project: This project is being presented to the County 
Transportation Committee (CTC) August 30th in the hopes the CTC will provide 
matching funds for this project.  The Richland Penny Program includes $700,000 
towards this project with limits from Forest Drive to Decker Boulevard. 
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9. Approval of Minutes: July 25, 2016 

Discussion Point: 

TPAC did not have a quorum, and as such there are no minutes to approve for the July 
25, 2016 meeting. 
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